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Wauseon Fire Department 

 

The Wauseon Fire Department 
 

“Exists to provide a safe environment for the community by minimizing the impact of fire, 

disaster, hazardous conditions, illness, and injury through information, public education, 

quality service and efficient use of resources.” 
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Wauseon Fire Chief, Line Officers, and Administrative Staff 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Phillip Kessler, Fire Chief 
firechief@cityofwauseon.com 

419.335.7831 ext. 1017 
 

Hannah Kreitzer, Executive Assistant 
hannah.kreitzer@cityofwauseon.com 

419.335.7831  ext. 1005 
 

Jeremy Shirkey, Assistant Fire Chief 
jeremyshirkey@wauseonfire.com 

419.335.7831 ext. 1018 
 

Jason Fisher, Captain 
jason.fisher@cityofwauseon.com 

419.335.7831 ext. 1019 
 

Brady Schaffner, Captain 
bradyschaffner@wauseonfire.com 

419.335.7831 
 

Sean Rossman, Lieutenant 
seanrossman@wauseonfire.com 

419.335.7831  
 

Jed Bowers, Lieutenant 
jed.bowers@wauseonfd.com 

419.335.7831 
 

Joel Delong, Lieutenant 
joeldelong@wauseonfire.com 

419.335.7831 
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Wauseon Fire Department 

 

Message from the Fire Chief Phil Kessler 
 

It is my pleasure to present the 2024 Wauseon Fire Department Annual 
Report. The information contained in this report reflects on the outstanding work 
that the men and women of our department do for our community 24 hours a day, 
7 days a week. As members, we are proud of the services we provide and we want 
to share with you how well we were able to support our service area while 
achieving our accomplishments.  This year’s focus continued to support our grant 
seeking efforts, implementing of progressive recruitment efforts, while focusing on 
our retention efforts as our personnel are key when it comes to delivering the 
services that we provide to the citizens of the City of Wauseon, Clinton Township, 
and Dover Township as we perform our mission. As Chief, I am proud of and 
humbled by the accomplishments of our members, and I applaud their outstanding 
performance and successes from this past year. 

Wauseon constantly strives to maintain its high levels of service and to ensure the best quality of life for all 
its citizens. The Wauseon Fire Department is a vital component in the City's efforts to provide a safe community for 
its residents, visitors, and businesses. Our members accept and embrace their roles, as we continue to prepare for not 
only the day-to-day challenges, but challenges that have yet to be seen on the horizon, as they will be faced in the 
future. 

As the Wauseon Fire Department maintains its mission, we continue to move forward with focusing on the 
internal growth of our personnel and organization.  This past year, we directed our focus on reinvesting in our 
department and community. 2024 provided us an opportunity to collaborate with outside agencies to access new was 
outreach to the community that we did not have access to previously.  We continued to work with grant writers to 
obtain funding that will allow us to acquire much needed Self-Contained Breathing Apparatus and its associated 
equipment.  We received grant funding that allowed us to purchase and install the remaining portion of an exhaust 
removal system in the smaller portion of the apparatus bay in station #1. Successful grant writing is still a priority for 
our administration, as it allows us to minimize the impact of operating a fire department on our taxpayers. Protecting 
the individuals within our department and those who call for our service is our key mission.  

Our staff has embraced our greatest challenge, which continues to be that of hiring personnel and retaining 
them, as we work to ensure that we are able to maintain appropriate safe staffing levels.  We continually face 
economic competition to keep trained employees on staff.  To combat this, we have focused on many different 
avenues that include mission select volunteers and providing full-ride training to young people.  Wauseon is not alone 
in this, and we will continue to work with our State and National partners to improve this situation.   

It is my distinct honor and privilege to lead a progressive, customer-driven, Fire/ EMS department that 
continually works to meet the fire and rescue needs of our community. I encourage you to contact us if you have any 
questions or if you have suggestions to improve the services, we provide to you and the community. I also invite you 
to visit the Wauseon Fire Department website (www.wauseonfire.com) to learn more about our department and how 
we continue to contribute to this vibrant, progressive, responsible, and safe community for all who call Wauseon 
home. 

 Respectfully submitted,   

 Chief Phillip Kessler  
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Vision 
 

As a firefighter and member of 
the Wauseon Fire Department, 

my fundamental duty is to serve 
the community; to safeguard 

and preserve life and property 
against the elements of fire and 

disaster; and maintain a 
proficiency in the art and 

science of fire engineering. 
 
 
 

 
 

Mission 
 

 
The Wauseon Fire Department 
will embrace the opportunity of 
every new day to learn, train, 

and prepare for the privilege of 
serving mankind: honoring our 
commitment to always be ready 
when the people really need us. 
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Wauseon Fire Department 

 

 

Core Values 
 

  INTEGRITY – THE WAUSEON FIRE DEPARTMENT DEMONSTRATES INTEGRITY BY: 

• Being loyal to the department’s vision and mission 

• Conducting ourselves with a high level of morality 

• Always conducting ourselves with the utmost honesty 

• Showing self-respect and respect for others 

• Taking responsibility for our actions 
 

PROFESSIONALISM – THE WAUSEON FIRE DEPARTMENT IS PROFESSIONAL IN ALL 
ITS ACTIONS RELATED TO: 

• Appearance and behavior 

• Respectful attitude 

• Concern and compassion for people 

• Training, preparedness, readiness, and response 
 

COMPASSION – THE WAUSEON FIRE DEPARTMENT DEMONSTRATES COMPASSION 
TO ITS MEMBERS AND THE COMMUNITY IT SERVES BY: 

• Reconciling difference with an open mind 

• Showing kindness and concern to our employees and citizens 

• Being sympathetic and displaying empathy for others 

• Considering all facts surrounding issues 
 

UNITY – THE WAUSEON FIRE DEPARTMENT RECOGNIZES THAT EVERY EMPLOYEE IS 
A VALUED MEMBER AND PARTNER IN THE FIRE DEPARTMENT FAMILY BY: 

• Supporting a team-oriented approach to issues 

• Valuing input from all members of the department 

• Communicating openly and honestly, at all levels, without fear of reprisals 

• Creating a consistent, trusting, pro-active work environment that promotes feelings of 
security in all members of the department  

 
HONOR – THE WAUSEON FIRE DEPARTMENT DEMONSTRATES HONOR BY: 

• Being respectful of others at all times 

• Ensuring actions are done with the goal of the department having the highest level of 
reputation 

• Conducting ourselves so that we are admired by the community 

• Acting with honesty, integrity, and fairness at all times 
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Organizational Chart 

  
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

           
 
 

 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

JEREMY SHIRKEY                                 

ASSISTANT FIRE CHIEF 

JASON FISHER 

CAPTAIN 

HANNAH KREITZER 

EXECUTIVE ASSISTANT TO THE FIRE CHIEF 

PHILLIP KESSLER BSN, RN, NRP 

FIRE CHIEF 

BRADY SCAHFFNER 

CAPTAIN 
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Wauseon Fire Department 

 
Organizational Chart 

  
 

LIEUTENANTS 

 
A-Shift 

Joel DeLong 
Firefighter/Paramedic 

 

B-Shift 

Sean Rossman 
Firefighter/Paramedic 

 

C-Shift 

Jed Bowers 
Firefighter/Paramedic 

 
 

FULL-TIME LINE PERSONNEL 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Nick Rice 
Firefighter/EMT 

 

Mike Ruby 
Firefighter/A-EMT 

 

Hanna Huner 
Paramedic 

 

Brian Baden 
Firefighter/EMT 

 

Brian Groves 
Firefighter/Paramedic 

 

Kaiti Przepiora 
Firefighter/EMT 

 

Alex Lampkin 
Firefighter/Paramedic 

 

Rob Albright 
EMT 

 

Tony Druhot 
Firefighter/Paramedic 
 

Tim Newsom 
Firefighter/EMT 

 

Jarrid Wyse 
Firefighter/Paramedic 

 

Dani Peebles 
EMT 

 

Brian Groves 
Firefighter/Paramedic 

 



 
 
 

                       P a g e  9 | 24 
       

             

Wauseon Fire Department 

 

Organizational Chart 
  
 
 

PART-TIME LINE PERSONNEL 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Ben Kohler 
Firefighter/Paramedic 

 

Shelby Clawson 
Firefighter/EMT 

 

Robert Mulherin 
In Training 

 

Jordan Rodriguez  
Firefighter 

 

Corey Grindle 
EMT 

 

Cole Dietsch 
In Training 

 

Austin Griffith 
In Training 

 

 

 
 

Kasyn Schaffner 
Firefighter/EMT 

 

Katlyn Cleland 
Firefighter/EMT 

 

Rick Sluder 
Firefighter/EMT 

 

Jennifer Baer 
Friefighter/Paramedic 

 

Jason Shepard 
In Training 

 

Brandon Donahue 
Firefighter/Paramedic 

 

Brandy Secory 
In Training 

 
 

Mike Baer 
Firefighter/EMT 

 

Lukas Campbell 
Firefighter 

 

Katie Rose 
Firefighter/EMT 

 

Jillian Bozarth 
Firefighter/EMT 

 

Eli Partee 
Firefighter/EMT 

 

Curt Bowerman 
Firefighter/Paramedic 

 

 

Ashley Fisher 
In Training 
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Wauseon Fire Department 

 
2024 – A Year of Reinvestment 

  
 

2024 WFD Grants 
Amount 

Received 

Items Acquired by 

Funding 

 
FEMA AFG Grant  

 
$53,522.85 

 
MagneGrip Exhaust Removal System  

(EMS Bay)  

 
MARCS Grant  

 
$50,000.00 

 
Truck/Portable Radios 

 
 

Fire Department Equipment Grant 

 
 

$13,900.00 

 
 

Portable Fire Extinguisher Trainer 
 
 

EMS Priority One & Supplemental 
Grant 

 
 

$4,000.00 

 
 

EMS Supplies 

 
 

Ambulance Transportation Grant 

 
 

$17,661.00  

 
 

Covid Bonus 
 

 

Total =  

 

 

$139,083.85 
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Wauseon Fire Department 

2024 – A Year of Reinvestment 
 

https://kaptur.house.gov/media-center/press-releases/kaptur-announces-over-3-million-new-federal-
funding-nw-ohio-fire 

 

https://kaptur.house.gov/media-center/press-releases/kaptur-announces-over-3-million-new-federal-funding-nw-ohio-fire
https://kaptur.house.gov/media-center/press-releases/kaptur-announces-over-3-million-new-federal-funding-nw-ohio-fire
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Wauseon Fire Department 

 
2024 – 1,595 Total Incidents 

 
Incident Breakdown 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

57

12

2

6

10

1

5

3

1

1

4

1

6

2

3

0 10 20 30 40 50 60

FIRE - NFIRS SERIES 100

111 BUILDING FIRE

112 FIRES IN STRUCTURE OTHER THAN IN A BUILDING

113 COOKING FIRE, CONFINED TO CONTAINER

118 TRASH OR RUBBISH FIRE, CONTAINED

121 FIRE IN MOBILE HOME USED AS FIXED RESIDENCE

131 PASSENGER VEHICLE FIRE

132 ROAD FREIGHT OR TRANSPORT VEHICLE FIRE

138 OFF-ROAD VEHICLE OR HEAVY EQUIPMENT FIRE

140 NATURAL VEGETATION FIRE, OTHER

142 BRUSH OR BRUSH-AND-GRASS MIXTURE FIRE

143 GRASS FIRE

151 OUTSIDE RUBBISH, TRASH OR WASTE FIRE

154 DUMPSTER OR OTHER OUTSIDE TRASH RECEPTACLE FIRE

171 CULTIVATED GRAIN OR CROP FIRE

Fire Series 100 - 57 Total Calls
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Wauseon Fire Department 

 
2024 – Incident Breakdown 

 

 

 
 

1,148

1

7
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1

33
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RESCUE & EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICE INCIDENT -…

300 RESCUE, EMS INCIDENT, OTHER

311 MEDICAL ASSIST, ASSIST EMS CREW

321 EMS CALL NON-MVA

322  MOTOR VEHICLE ACCIDENT WITH INJURIES

323  MOTOR VEHICLE/PEDESTRIAN ACCIDENT (MV PED)

324  MOTOR VEHICLE ACCIDENT WITH NO INJURIES.

Rescue &

Emergency

Medical Service

Incident - NFIRS

Series 300

300 Rescue, EMS

incident, other

311 Medical

assist, assist EMS

crew

321 EMS Call

Non-MVA

322  Motor

vehicle accident

with injuries

323  Motor

vehicle/pedestria

n accident (MV

Ped)

324  Motor

vehicle accident

with no injuries.

Series3 1,148 1 7 1,044 62 1 33

Rescue Medical Series 300 - 1,148 Total Calls

34
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HAZARDOUS CONDITION (NO FIRE) - NFIRS SERIES 400

412 GAS LEAK (NATURAL GAS OR LPG)

422 CHEMICAL SPILL OR LEAK

424 CARBON MONOXIDE INCIDENT

441 HEAT FROM SHORT CIRCUIT (WIRING), DEFECTIVE/WORN

443  BREAKDOWN OF LIGHT BALLAST   

444  POWER LINE DOWN 

445  ARCING, SHORTED ELECTRICAL EQUIPMENT 

Hazardous Conditions Series 400 - 34 Total Calls
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2024 – Incident Breakdown 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

136

117
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GOOD INTENT CALL - NFIRS SERIES 600

611 DISPATCHED & CANCELED EN ROUTE

622 NO INCIDENT FOUND ON ARRIVAL AT DISPATCH ADDRESS

631 AUTHORIZED CONTROLLED BURNING

651 SMOKE SCARE, ODOR OF SMOKE

671 HAZMAT RELEASE INVESTIGATION W/NO HAZMAT

Good Intent Calls Series 600 - 136 Total Calls
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SERVICE CALL - NFIRS SERIES 500

511  LOCK-OUT

531 SMOKE OR ODOR REMOVAL

551 ASSIST POLICE OR OTHER GOVERNMENTAL AGENCY

553 PUBLIC SERVICE

554 ASSIST INVALID

561 UNAUTHORIZED BURNING

571 COVER ASSIGNMENT, STANDBY, MOVEUP

Service Call Series 500 - 165 Total Calls
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Wauseon Fire Department 

 
 

2024 – Incident Breakdown 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

55
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FALSE ALARM & FALSE CALL - NFIRS SERIES 700

731 SPRINKLER ACTIVATION DUE TO MALFUNCTION

733 SMOKE DETECTOR ACTIVATION DUE TO MALFUNCTION

735 ALARM SYSTEM SOUNDED DUE TO MALFUNCTION

736 CO DETECTOR ACTIVATION DUE TO MALFUNCTION

743 SMOKE DETECTOR ACTIVATION, NO FIRE - UNINTENTIONAL

False Alarm Series 700 - 55 Total Calls
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Wauseon Fire Department 

 
2024 – Highlights 

 

 

 

• Created a Recruitment and Retention focus within the administration with an emphasis on 

creating relationships with various local, state, and federal agencies. 

 

• Installation of the MagneGrip Exhaust Removal System on the EMS side of Fire Station 1, 

which included exhaust removal system adapters for: Medics 8-1, 8-2, 8-3, 8-5, & Brush 

809.   

 

• Continued collaboration with the Fulton County Sheriff’s Office and the Wauseon 

Police Department on the continued implementation of a fire/EMS friendly CAD 

System.  While not completely implemented, the ease of use and quantity of data 

being retrieved from the system is shown to be a significant improvement. 

 

• Continued funding of the Cordico Mental Health App, this app is available to all first 

responders, their spouses, and fire department retirees. 

 

 

• Overall grant dollars awarded to the Wauseon Fire Department totaled $328,285.71.  
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2024 – EMS Billing – A Medicount Overview 
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2024 – EMS Billing – A Medicount Overview 
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2024 – EMS Billing – A Medicount Overview 
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2024 – EMS Billing – A Medicount Overview 
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Phillip Kessler, Fire Chief 
firechief@cityofwauseon.com 

419.335.7831 ext. 1017 
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